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The ongoing democratization of drug discovery is driven by recent advances in A.l. technology,
emergence of Big Data and Open Science initiatives [1, 2]. These disruptive changes aim to address
rising times and costs of drug developments, and help advancing drug RnD within academia and small-
to mid size companies.

We place a particular emphasis on the transformative role of democratization of drug discovery along
with recent significant Open Science efforts such as CACHE — (Critical Assessment of Computational
Hit-finding Experiments) initiative. We further reflect on our participation in three CACHE competition
and discuss winning strategies and novel approaches aiming to democratize drug discovery practices,
to reduce times and costs of drug development and, ultimately, to address global demand for novel,
potent and affordable therapeutics.
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